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Lesson Plan

The Number on Great-Grandpa’s Arm (50 minutes)

HBO Documentary Films courtesy of Museum of Jewish Heritage

Grade Levels 6-8

STANDARDS:

SS.5.HE.1.1 Define the Holocaust as the planned and systematic

state-sponsored persecution and murder of European Jews by Nazi Germany
and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

What can we learn from the Holocaust so that part of history is never again repeated?

LEARNING GOALS:

e Students will understand what the Holocaust was and when it took place.

e Students will understand how important it is to learn from the past so that innocent lives lost
will not be forgotten.

e Students will understand how being an upstander applies to their lives today.

e Students will identify Poland and neighboring countries on a map of Europe.

e Students will learn what Jewish life was like in Poland in the 1930’s.

e Students will learn about the increasingly harsh treatment of Jews before and during World War
II; including destruction and loss of property, ghetto life, deportation, concentration camps, and
death march.

e Students will learn about life after liberation.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS NEEDED:

e HBO Documentary: The Number of Great Grandpa’s Arm (courtesy of Museum of Jewish
Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust)

e https://mjhnyc.org/education/lesson-plans-the-number-on-qreat-grandpas-arm/

e Movie is approximately 18 minutes

e Instructions, Student Activity Sheet, Extension Activities (provided)

BEFORE INSTRUCTION:
As a class, discuss what the Holocaust was

e The Holocaust was the systematic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews
by the Nazi regime and its allies and collaborators

e The Nazis came into power in Germany in January 1933.

e They believe that the Germans belonged to a race that was “superior” to all others. They
claimed that the Jews (and others such as Gypsies as well as people who had physical or
intellectual disabilities) did not meet the “superior race” criteria and were perceived to be a
threat to the German community.

¢ Discuss that in order to exterminate the “inferior individuals”, especially the Jews, the Nazi’s,
under Hitler’s leadership, created concentration camps, forced-labor camps and death camps.

o Discuss concept of an upstander and people who were part of the resistance movement who
helped save thousands of Jews by hiding them in their own homes, helping them find places to
hide, and helping them escape to safety in countries outside of Europe.
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