
Preparing ToHear FromaHolocaust Speaker:
Important Background Information

Terms:

● Survivors: This term encompasses individuals who endured various experiences
during the Holocaust, ranging from those interned in concentration camps to
those in hiding, those born during the war, or those who narrowly escaped
persecution.

● 2G, 3G: "2G" refers to children of survivors, while "3G" refers to grandchildren.

Usage of Testimony versus Story:

● While many speakers may use the terms "story" or "testimony," we encourage the
use of "testimony" as it conveys a historical truth. The Holocaust compelled
survivors to bear witness to atrocities for which there were few trials or
convictions.

Personal versusWorld History:

● When survivors and their descendants share their experiences, they maintain a
profound connection to the past, their community, and their identity. Our
experiences shape our perspectives and understanding of the world. Each
narrative, though unique, holds significance.

● Many speakers share their experiences not only for personal catharsis but also to
honor lost family members and shed light on ongoing hate and violence, aiming to
inspire positive change, particularly among younger generations.

Modern-Day Crises:

● Speakers are advised to avoid discussing modern crises as much as possible.
While references to historical atrocities such as enslavement and genocide may
arise, discussions about the Middle East are discouraged.



Before: CommunicationwithOrganizer

● Ensure accurate spelling and pronunciation of the speaker's name.
● Confirm technical requirements, venue details, and allotted speaking time.
● Obtain the latest introduction details and communicate expected audience size.

Within Your Classroom: Providing Context andHistorical Background

● Educate students on the varied experiences of survivors based on factors like age,
gender, and nationality.

● Speakers should address middle and high school classes after students have
studied the Holocaust to provide adequate background knowledge.

● Prepare students for potential emotional reactions from the speaker and
encourage them to ask thoughtful questions.

During:

● Provide water for the speaker's comfort.
● Maintain classroom decorum and facilitate respectful behavior.
● Repeat and rephrase audience questions as needed.
● Publicly express gratitude to the speaker.
● Allow students to interact with the speaker, possibly taking photos with

permission.

After: ProvidingOpportunities for Reflection

● Engage students in reflective discussions about their newfound knowledge and
perspectives.

● Encourage students to consider the enduring relevance of issues raised by the
speaker, such as prejudice and social justice.

● Invite students to express interest in further learning.
● Facilitate thank-you notes to the speaker, which can be sent to the REMEMBER

Program Speakers Bureau. (176 Croghan Spur Rd, Suite 100; Charleston, SC
29407)

● Please fill out the Speakers Bureau follow up form

Thank you for your commitment to Holocaust education and remembrance.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyiONe1bErPiZwn0XQaJn41B65z5jPM9uIzDU25JJSkJvMuA/viewform?usp=sf_link

