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GEORGE ERDSTEIN

George was born in 1938 in Vienna, Austria just after Hitler annexed Austria and Jews began
being rounded up. Hundreds of Viennese Jews committed suicide, but George's father told his
family to wait. In November 1938 on Kristallnacht, his father was arrested and taken to
Gestapo headquarters. Thanks to a recommendation letter from his company and affidavit
from an uncle in New York, George's father was allowed to leave immediately for the US.
George and his mother joined him later, although they still faced discrimination as refugees in
the U.S. George speaks to students about the Holocaust and was a docent of a Holocaust
Museum. He is an author of several books about the Holocaust, including a fictional novel his
own experiences during the holocaust. George has three children. George winters in Sarasota
and is usually available to speak from December through April. George participated in Year Il of
Impact Theatre.

KATE FRIED

Kate was born in Czechoslovakia in 1932. When the Nazis invaded, all her relatives, except for
Kate, her mother and her father were sent to Auschwitz where they perished. Kate's immediate
family was spared for a while due to her father’s high-ranking job in the oil and gas industry.
Then they were forced to hide deep in the mountains living in dangerous conditions. Kate's
family was near death, eating grass to stay alive when they were rescued. Kate fled to Prague
and eventually escaped the Russian occupation by going to Israel and then to the United States.

Kate's telling of her story has been documented in film by the Florida Holocaust Museum in
Tampa. Kate has one son and two grandchildren. Kate participated in Year Il of Impact Theatre.



PAUL GALAN NO LONGER AVAILABLE TO SPEAK

Paul was born in 1935 in Czechoslovakia. When the Nazis took power, the family was sent to a
labor camp, then separated. In 1944 his father was taken to Buchenwald concentration camp.
Paul and his mother hid in the mountains where Paul nearly died. Eventually they reunited
with his father, his sister Eva, who had been in the mountains with the partisans, and his sister
Susan, who survived Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen. A citizen, his father was able to come to the
US. Paul and his mother escaped Communist Czechoslovakia and followed in 1950.

Paul has been the Chairman of the Holocaust Museum of Rockland County. He has spoken to
thousands of students and adult learners. Paul’s film company produced numerous TV
documentaries on social and political issues. His biography, “Don't Fall Asleep...You Will Die”,
shares his experiences as a child survivor in Slovakia. His story has also been featured in the
feature - length film Boy on the Run, most recently screened at the 2024 Miami Jewish Film
Festival. Paul participated in Year Il of Impact Theatre. Paul has two children. Paul winters in
Sarasota and is usually available to speak from December through March.

RIFKA GLATZ

Rifka was born in 1937 in Hungary, two years before the war began. In 1943 her father was
taken to a forced labor camp and never returned. In 1944 mass deportation of Hungarian Jews
to Auschwitz Concentration Camp began. Rifka and her mother were taken to Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp. After five months she, her mother, and older brother were put on a
rescue train to Switzerland organized by Rezso Kasztner where they were safe. After the war
Rifka’'s family moved to Israel and eventually emigrated to the United States.

When the movie “Killing Kasztner” came out telling what he did, Rifka began to speak out on
behalf of the man who rescued her. Rifka has two children. Rifka is a year-round resident of
Sarasota and is an active and avid participant in the Holocaust Speakers Bureau and has
participated in Years | and Il in Impact Theatre.

MARLIES MUHLFELDER GLUCK

Marlies was born in The Netherlands in 1940, three weeks before the Nazis invaded. In 1942,
Marlies’ family was about to report to a work camp. But the Dutch underground persuaded
them to go into hiding in a nearby village. Marlies was an outgoing two-year-old, so she was
moved to a safer family and separated from her parents. When the war ended, she and her
family reunited and continued to live in the Netherlands. They moved to New York in 1947
when Marlies was seven. Marlies worked as a geriatric care manager. She was the Chair of the
Sarasota Chapters of the National Association of Social Workers and President of Women'’s
American ORT. Marlies has two sons. Marlies is a year-round resident of Sarasota and has
participated in Impact Theatre



GINETTE WAGNER HERSH

Ginette was born in Paris, France in 1927. Her family moved to Dijon when she was 3-1/2 and
left the day the Germans occupied Paris. Ginette was twelve. Her father was arrested in1942
but released. Her parents went into hiding and put Ginette in a boarding school and her
brother in a monastery. The family hid in caves and basements and had many close calls with
the Nazis. Ginette was liberated in 1944. She came to the United States in 1950. Ginette's aim
in life is to tell the children that there was such a thing as the Holocaust, and she survived so
she spends much of her time speaking, especially to students. Ginette has two daughters, two
granddaughters, one grandson, and three great grandchildren. Ginette is a year-round resident
of Sarasota and is an active and avid participant in the Holocaust Speakers Bureau and
participated in Year | of Impact Theatre.

MARCEL INFELD

Marcel was born in 1939 in Antwerp, Belgium. In 1940 when Hitler captured Belgium, Jewish
people began being rounded up. Marcel's family fled to Lyon, France. When Marcel was 3 his
father was arrested and soon murdered in Auschwitz. Marcel's mother obtained forged Dutch
citizenship papers and the family was allowed into Switzerland where they were safe. After the
war they went to Palestine, where Marcel's mother was forced to place him in an orphanage.
The family reunited in 1951 and moved to New York City.

After a successful career in philanthropy, Marcel teaches classes such as American Jewish
Thought Since the 1930s, Hebrew Bible classes, and Hebrew reading classes. He feels an
obligation to the 6 million murdered to share what he knows and maintain the Jewish
humanistic values that the Nazis tried to destroy. Marcel has one child. Marcel is a year-round
resident of Sarasota and has participated in Year Il of Impact Theatre.

PIETER KOHNSTAM DECEASED

Pieter was born in Amsterdam in 1936. Pieter's apartment was near the Anne Frank family in
Amsterdam and Anne was Pieter’s babysitter. At that time, Nazi persecution was becoming
increasingly intolerable. So, in 1942, when his family was ordered to report to the train station,
they fled Amsterdam. After an arduous trek for over 10 %2 months through Belgium, France and
Spain, they reached safety and freedom in Argentina. In 1963, Pieter immigrated to the United
States and became a U.S. citizen in 1968. He authored a book, “A Chance to Live.” After a career
in the specialty chemical industry Pieter became active in community affairs. He is the past
President of the Jewish Congregation of Venice and speaks at schools and organizations about
his experiences as a Holocaust survivor. Pieter has 2 children and 3 grandchildren. Pieter is a
year-round resident of Venice, Florida, is a frequent guest speaker in schools and other
organizations and participated in Year | of Impact Theatre.



FELCIA VOLGER LIBAN

Felicia was born in Poland in 1934. When the Nazis invaded in 1939, the family ended up in the
Krakow ghetto. Felicia and her mother escaped the ghetto in 1942 by climbing through a coal
chute and were hidden by friends with the Polish underground. Felicia was separated from her
mother until 1945. Her mother had survived many camps by sewing German uniforms. Her
father was imprisoned in a Russian gulag. After his release, he died of typhus while looking for
his family. Felicia became a very skilled Jewelry maker. She shares her story in schools to
educate students and ensure that something like the holocaust does not happen again. Felicia
had three children and five grandchildren. Felicia recently moved to Annapolis Maryland to be
close to one of her daughters but is available to speak via Zoom.

HELGA MELMED

Helga was born in Berlin in 1928. At age 10 she saw her synagogue and school burn during
Kristallnacht.

In 1941 her family was taken to the Lodz Ghetto where her parents died. She was sent to
Auschwitz in 1944 and then to Neuengamme Concentration camp in Hamburg to do hard labor.
She was then forced to march to Bergen Belsen. She almost died from typhoid and
tuberculosis. In 1945 she was liberated and transferred to a Swiss hospital. She weighed only
46 pounds. Her aunt found her and brought her to the US. Helga started speaking in the
schools to give back to the community and for children to know her history so they could build
a better world. She believes that if just one child hears her story and stays away from hatred
and divisiveness, her time would have been well-spent. Helga has four children and four
grandchildren. Helga is a year-round resident of Venice, Florida, is a frequent guest speaker in
schools and other organizations and participated in Years | and Il of Impact Theatre.

LORATOBIAS  NO LONGER AVAILABLE TO SPEAK

Lora was born in 1929 in Schriesheim, Germany where there was little discrimination until the
Nazis took control. When Lora started kindergarten, teachers called her a “dirty Jewish pig” .
Students threw stones at her. The family business was ruined. Lora’s uncle sponsored the
family’s escape to the United States in 1938. Most of Lora’s family remained and were
murdered in concentration camps. Only two cousins survived. When World War Il broke out,
Lora’s family had to register themselves as enemy aliens because they were German.

Lora earned BS and MS degrees, becoming a teacher, a reading specialist and teacher trainer.
Sharing her story is important to Laura because it is true, and she has pictures to show. She
hopes the granddaughter’s generation will do something to save this world. Lora has two
daughters and two grandchildren. Lora’s husband Sigmund Tobias, also a Holocaust Survivor,
was a frequent guest speaker in schools and other organizations. He sadly passed away in
2023.



SECOND-GENERATION HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR BIOS

STEVE GELERNTER

Steve’s father, Simon, was born in 1926 in Lodz Poland. Lodz ghetto from '39 to August

'44. Auschwitz '44 to liberation May '45. Simon was the lone survivor of his family. He had 3
brothers. He found a sponsor and made his way to Pittsburgh. He learned a trade as a drapery
installer in a high-end furniture store. He worked there until his passing in '98. He passed away

skiing in Colorado......... doing what he loved.

Steve’s mother, Francine, was born in 1932 in Lithuania. She was in the Kovno ghetto from "41 to
‘44 and then sent to Stutthoff concentration camp until liberation in '45.

She came to Pittsburgh with her mother/stepfather. She taught Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
classes from '52to '01. During those years she taught over 3,500 students at 3 different Temples.
At her Bat Mitzvah at age 80 over 30 former students attended.

Francine passed away on Christmas Eve '21 at the age of 89.

DAVID GRACE ON SABATICAL

David is a second-generation Holocaust survivor. David discusses his mother’s and other members
of their family's holocaust journey. After Kristallnacht in December 1938, his, at the time, eight-
year-old mother, Erna, joined the Kindertransport program. She left Dortmund, Germany, traveling
by train and ship to a transit camp in Southern England before arriving in Glasgow, Scotland. There,
she began a new life and learned English. She stayed in contact with her parents until the war broke
out but never heard from them again; they ended up in Riga, Latvia.

DR. JANET HILLER

Janet is a retired educator and a “Belsen Baby.” Both of her parents were Holocaust Survivors from
different small towns in Poland. Both lost beloved family members who were murdered by the
Nazis. Her mother, Chaya and her family were hiding is a basement while over 4000 Jews from their
town were “deported” to Belzec and Treblinka where they were shot or gassed to death. Her mother
and her family were captured and taken to work in various slave labor camps including Auschwitz
where her grandmother was gassed to death because she was too old to work at 42.

Her father Hersh, and his brother were hiding in the woods and were also captured, starved and
forced to work as slave labor in several concentration camps. Her parents were both liberated
from Bergen Belsen by the British in 1945. They met and married a year later, and she and her twin
brother were born in the Belsen DP camp a year after that. Their struggles and enduring hope are
inspirational.

DR. ISAAC KALVARIA

Isaac is one of two sons born to two Holocaust Survivors. His mother Rifka (Regina) Semmel (1927 -
2014) lived with her family in a shtetl in Poland. In 1942, following a roundup, they were transported to
a nearby railway station for deportation to Treblinka. As the train departed the station, Regina’s father
pushed her out of the train. A witness rescued Regina, and they fled to a nearby forest. They were
eventually captured, and Regina spent the next 3 years in various labor camps until her rescue by Oskar
Schindler. Regina met Chaim, her husband, in a DP camp. They emigrated to Israel and then Rhodesia

with their two sons.



JEFFREY KRAUSS

Jeff practiced law in Chicago for 40 years, before retiring and moving to Sarasota. Both of Jeff’s parents
were born and raised in Germany, and each immigrated to America after experiencing years of Nazi
persecution while they were children and young adults. Jeff is passionate about sharing their stories of
how they endured, escaped, and prevailed over persecution. Jeff is on the Speaker’s Bureau Committee
of the League of Women Voters’ Sarasota chapter and is involved with the Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee’s Holocaust Education Programming.

DAVID A. MILBERG

David is the eldest child of the late Helga E. Milberg, who was one of 50 Austrian children saved
from almost-certain murder from Nazi Germany in the spring of 1939 due to the brave and
daring efforts of a Philadelphia husband and wife — Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus. David tells the
inspirational story of his mother’s rescue. Then he goes on to relate what life was like in
America during World War Il for Helga and her father, Emil, who was released from the
infamous Dachau concentration camp in 1940.

AGNES SCHIPPER

Agnes is the daughter of a mother who was a hidden child and of a father who was a member
of the Dutch Resistance. Her mother, Sabine, was born in 1927 in Breslau, Germany, and raised
as Catholic. Sabine’s first awareness that she was somehow different from her Christian friends
was when her brother Andreas was not allowed to join the immensely popular Hitler Youth.
Under Nazi rules, only “Aryans” could join, and not Andreas because he had Jewish
grandparents and was therefore classified as Jewish. After Kristallnacht, the family of four
applied for U.S. visas and left Germany for the Netherlands in 1939 to await the visas. They
became trapped there when the Germans invaded in 1940. Andreas, who hoped to become a
priest, was rounded up by the Gestapo in Amsterdam and sent to the Mauthausen
concentration camp in Austria where he died in 1941. Afterwards, like Anne Frank, another
German-Jewish refugee, Sabine was first hidden in Amsterdam, but the Dutch Resistance
moved her to the North Holland countryside where it was thought to be safer. Sabine spent
most of her teenage years in hiding, living under false names and being moved nine times for
her safety. Cor Schipper was a member of the Dutch Resistance who helped Sabine and her
parents to survive the war. Agnes wrote a book, Sabine’s Odyssey, A Hidden Child and Her
Dutch Rescuers, to honor her mother’s resilience despite her harrowing experiences and the
courage and kindness of her father and other members of the Dutch Resistance.

BETTY SILBERMAN

Betty is a fluent Yiddish speaker, native of Montreal, and daughter of Holocaust survivors. Both of Ms.
Silberman's parents emigrated from Poland in 1948, and fully informed her of their experiences during
the Nazi era, so she would carry their legacy into the future. In addition to being a music and language
teacher for over 40 years, Betty has performed professionally worldwide, recording and touring with
artists such as Joel Grey.





