
Contact Bette Zaret 
by 2/28/26 to 
REGISTER 

bzaret@jfedsrq.org

You're 
Invited 

IT’S FREE!

Supports Florida’s State
Academic Standards for

Social Studies - including
Holocaust Education

standards

1 PD credit for each session     

Certificate of participation  

$200 for attending 6 sessions*

Presented by

 BASIC INFO

 Zoom link will be sent to all who sign up 

Receive:

See session descriptions and how they align 
to state standards on the following page

Holocaust Educator  PL/PD Series 

 Spring 2026
    All classes start on Thursdays at 5:30 pm via Zoom

15-30 minute Q&A session will be held after each 1 hour

 03/05/26 classTeaching the Holocaust with Images
Testimony in the Age of AI   

 03/12/26         When Art Refused Silence
     Art as Cultural Resistance During the Holocaust 

 03/26/26 

  04/09/26 

  04/16/26 

        Beyond One Story
The Holocaust Through a Gendered Lens

Stolen Years
Holocaust Childhood--Wounds that never Heal

 What America Knew
The U.S. Response to The Holocaust

   04/23/26 

Against All Odds
Jewish Resistance and Resilience

 

  Hey Sarasota / Manatee Educators!!!

6-Part  Holocaust  Series for Educators  ~ Thursdays 5:30-6:45/7:00pm Except 4/16 from 5:00-6:00pm

VIA ZOOM

*Open to first 20 registrants

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrf-yurzMvHNZNt40nZrSvaLEwA7vxhf1h


SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Thursday, March 5, 2026  5:30-6:45/7:00pm via Zoom
Teaching the Holocaust with Images: Testimony in the Age of AI
Holocaust education is centered around the voices of survivors. We share Holocaust testimony to teach students historical truth. Yet today, 
social media is filled with AI images of the Holocaust, pushed out by accounts seeking to evoke emotion and get engagement. So-called 
“deep fakes” allow the creation of realistic videos of people saying things they never said. What is a Holocaust educator to do?  How can we 
share the voices of survivors while not also helping our students be thoughtful creators and consumers of information? This interactive 
workshop explores these issues and offers practical strategies for classroom teachers. Presented by Dr. Rachel Baum,  Deputy Director of 
the Sam & Helen Stahl Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, where she teaches courses on Holocaust 
representation and Jewish American culture. She has presented her work on contemporary technologies of Holocaust memory at conferences 
in Southampton, Berlin, Tel Aviv, and Los Angeles, among others. She co-directs a biennial Holocaust Symposium bringing a cohort of 
Holocaust scholars and educators to the UK since 1996 and serves on the Editorial Board of the Landecker Digital Memory Lab in the UK. 

Thursday March 12, 2026  5:30-6:45/7:00pm via Zoom
When Art Refused Silence: Art as Cultural Resistance During the Holocaust
This talk examines how art, poetry, music, and storytelling became powerful forms of resistance in ghettos and camps, allowing individuals to 
preserve identity, express defiance, and document their reality. Discover how creative expression offered moments of dignity and hope, even 
in the darkest conditions, and how these works continue to teach and inspire today. The session provides meaningful ways to bring primary 
sources and artistic interpretation into the classroom to help students engage emotionally and intellectually with Holocaust history. The 
primary focus will be on Friedl Dicker-Brandeis, a Bauhaus-trained artist and educator who was deported to Terezín in 1942. Understanding 
the trauma children in Terezin faced, she smuggled art supplies into the camp and began teaching secret art classes. In cramped barracks, 
under constant threat, she encouraged students to draw what they remembered, what they dreamed, and what they hoped for. They wrote 
stories and poems and sketched homes, gardens, butterflies, flowers, and imagined landscapes, small acts of defiance and moments of 
freedom in a world intent on erasing their humanity. The works were found after the war and compiled into a book entitled I Never Saw 
Another Butterfly. Taught by Sari Sheinfeld a former classroom teacher who holds an MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies and is an 
adjunct professor at Stern College and is working on an international program to support new teachers to the field of Holocaust Education.

Thursday March 26, 2026  5:30-6:45/7:00pm via Zoom
Beyond One Story: The Holocaust Through a Gendered Lens
This session introduces teachers to the ways gender shaped experiences during the Holocaust, from survival strategies and family roles to 
forms of resistance and vulnerability. By exploring women’s and men’s experiences side by side, educators gain a more nuanced 
understanding of daily life, decision-making, and resilience under Nazi persecution. The presentation encourages expanding classroom 
narratives to include voices and perspectives that are often overlooked, deepening students’ understanding of the human dimension of 
history.Teaching about women in the Holocaust, viewed through a gendered lens, highlights the unique impact of persecution, resistance, and 
survival in unbearable conditions. Holocaust educators learn to explore how women faced specific challenges, from forced sterilizations and 
sexual violence to caring for children under impossible conditions. At the same time, many women acted as couriers, smugglers, and 
members of resistance movements. Focusing on women’s voices and testimonies ensures a fuller, more nuanced understanding of the 
Holocaust and the diverse ways individuals endured and responded to atrocity. Taught by Dr. Amy Shapiro Professor Emerita of Philosophy 
and Women’s and Gender Studies, Alverno College, Milwaukee, WI, USA 

Thursday April 9, 2026  5:30-6:45/7:00pm via Zoom 
A Childhood Interrupted: Holocaust Childhood- Wounds that Never Heal
Through personal testimony, this talk centers on the experience of childhood during the Holocaust and the lasting emotional impact of 
trauma, loss, and survival. Educators will hear how early experiences shaped identity and memory long after the war ended, offering a 
deeply human perspective that helps students connect to history on a personal level. The session highlights the importance of teaching with 
sensitivity, empathy, and a focus on the individual stories behind historical events. Taught by Holocaust Survivor Robert Ratonyi.who  was 
born in Budapest in 1938. He survived the Holocaust, despite both of his parents being deported, his father in 1942 and his mother in 1944, 
to different concentration camps. His mother survived and raised Robert during the Soviet communist dictatorship. He was a freshman at the 
Budapest University of Technology, where he became involved in the bloody uprising against the regime in October 1956. After the Russians 
crushed the uprising, he fled to Austria and emigrated to Canada in 1957, where he met his wife Eva, also a Hungarian Holocaust survivor.

Thursday April 16,2026  5:00-6:00pm via Zoom  NOTE TIME
Against All Odds: Jewish Resistance and Resilience
This session explores the many forms of Jewish resistance during the Holocaust, challenging the misconception that Jews went passively to 
their deaths. Teachers will learn about spiritual, cultural, and armed resistance, as well as the strength of community, faith, and identity that 
sustained individuals and families under unimaginable conditions. The talk emphasizes resilience not only as an act of survival, but as a 
powerful statement of humanity, dignity, and hope that can inspire students to think more deeply about courage and moral choice. Taught by 
the Head of School of the Manhattan Day School, Dr. Pesha Kletenik who has over two decades of experience in Jewish Education. Dr. 
Kletenik has a Doctorate in Education and a master’s in Holocaust and Genocide studies from Yeshiva University.

Thursday April 23, 2026 5:30-6:45/7:00pm via Zoom
What America Knew: The US Response to The Holocaust
This presentation examines what was known in the United States about the Holocaust as it was happening and how the government, media, 
and public responded. Teachers will gain historical context about immigration policies, rescue efforts, and missed opportunities, helping them 
guide students through complex questions of responsibility, awareness, and action. The session encourages thoughtful discussion about the 
role of bystanders and the importance of civic engagement in the face of injustice. Presented by Dr Rafael Medoff  an American professor of 
Jewish history and the founding director of The David Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, which is based in Washington, D.C.. Dr Medoff 
is a prolific author and the foremost expert on issues related to America's response to the Holocaust.

Jewish Immigration to U.S. (1880-1924)
Learn the context for Jewish immigration to the United States between 
1880-1924 through an interactive session that highlights the factors 
influencing this group’s entry into the country during that time and its 
relation to the larger immigrant story of the U.S.
Supports Standard: SS.912.HE.2.15: Students will examine the settlement 
patterns of Holocaust survivors after World War II, including
immigration to the United States and other countries...




